- — «K OR 
_ * F I 
=” 
ww . 


Ir + probable 1700 mh not expect to hear 
from me at preſent; nor ſhould T have paid my 


_ reſpetts to you ſo ſoon, but for a circumſtance 


I ſhall mention preſently. I had, indeed, pro- 
miſed to give a Hiſtory of your conduct as 4 
Commiſſioner in the South Holland Drainage, 
and the Fleet Incloſure Bills; and I will moſt 


* In animadverting upon the conduct a the Commit i ones, 
I wiſh to be confidered as confining myſelf almoſt excluſively 
to Mr, Maxwell, as he appears to be their perpetual dictator. 
The two Gentlemen joined with him I have but little to object 
againſt; though I cannot help thinking them blameable for 
committing themſelves to the management of-a' man fo proud; 
ſo arbitrary, and overbearing. If this ſupineneſs has betrayed 
either or both of them into very unpleaſant predicaments, 


1 need not remind them of it, If it has not, I have kg "I 


much mifgformed, as well as miſtaken, 


A £ : carefully 


„ 


carefully keep my promiſe; but I always in- 
tended, and ſtill do intend, to poſtpone that, 
till the meaſure of your miſconduct in thoſe 
buſineſſes is full; the Hiſtory of it ſhall then 


be complete. 


A former publication, that ſeems to have 
given you much umbrage, was occaſioned by 
your illiberal, and unprovoked printed attack 

upon the very title to part, of my eſtate, with 
which you had no ſort of buſineſs or concern, 
either officually or otherwiſe. For the preſent 
addreſs, you are indebted to the volume of low 
abuſe you was pleaſed to honour me with at 
a late public meeting at Spalding. If I had 
been diſpoſed to have retorted your ſcurrilities, 

the bon and :rregularity which prevailed 
in the room, would have made it impoſſible, 
I was far from entertaining any ſuch wiſh or 
inclination; at the ſame time, I was equally far 
from intending they ſhould paſs unnoticed. - 


. Abuſe is ſo notoriouſly your general mode of 
anſwering, that I ſhould have been much diſ- 
appointed if you had acted differently; and as 
this happy talent of your's has been exerted 
with ſingular effect upon characters ſo truly 


eſtimable as Mr. Wing, the Rev. Mr. Devie, the | 
Fs late 


% 


on 
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late Rev. Mr. R. O. the late Mr. H. and many 
other very worthy men, I ſhould have been 
mortified if you had not added my name to ſo 
reſpectable a liſt.“ For this diſtinction, I thank 

| A 2 you ; 


* In ſome very liberal letters which Mr, Maxwell thought 
Proper to print and publiſh, addreſſed to John Wing, Eig. and 
others; amidſt a profuſion of flowers equally fragrant, I ſhall at 
preſent ſelect only the following elegant bouquet, * 


Mr. Wing, a truly reſpectable character, is very wittily called 
Mr. Lec, and inſulted through the whole e with 
moſt groſs and wanton abuſe. 


A faithful honeſt old aſſiſtant on the Bedford eſtate, win 
name happened, luckily for Mr. Maxwell's punning propenſity, 
to be Payne, is, with equal ingenuity, nicknamed Mr.TzxouzLE, 
and charged with the terrible crime of drinking brandy ! 

The Rev. Mr. R. O. who lately paid the debt of nature, * full 
t of years, and full of honour, ”” who lived generally beloved 
and refpefted as aeclergyman and a magiſtrate, and died 
univerſally” deplored and lamented as a gentleman and a 
chriſtian, | This very excellent man is treated by Mr, Maxwell, 
in language ſo groſsly ſcurrilous, and even ſo ofenfively filthy, 


that it is impoſſible to copy it, without infulting common de- 


cency, and diſgracing the preſs, as the original has already 
done, . 


None but a eee a Maxwzs: 1 


The Rev. Mr. Devie, another ancient and e clergyman 


and magiſtrate, and as reſpectable a man as any in exiſtence, 


after being moſt wittily called an old woman, and abuſed in 
words too groſs to repeat, is moſt politely reminded how very 
near his name (Devie) is to the word devil, with an obſervation 
that is too ſhocking even to hint at. Surely the inſinuation of 


is deſpicable, not to ſay diabolical a pun, never diſgraced the 
| garrets 
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you; * can truly aſſure you, that I ſhall 
always conſider myſelf honored by the abuſe of 
uch men as Mr. Maxwell, 


It may perhaps be aſked, if inſtead of railing 
and abuſing, it would not have been as well 
to anſwer, and confute? But ſuch faſtidious 
enquirers ſhould recollect, that to rail is ex- 
tremely eaſy—to anſwer, more than difficult 


and to confute, perhaps impoſſible. 


You, Sir, without any juſt cauſe, ſeem to 
have loſt your temper; I have not loſt mine, 
though ſmarting under injuries, from your malice 
as well as your miſconduct, which require all 
the mildneſs of humanity to forget, and all the 
meekneſs of chriſtianity to forgive. Difficult 
as the taſk might have been, if you had 
ſatisfied yourſelf with injuring only, I ſhould 
have endeavoured to ſuffer in ſilence; but 
when to private, as well as public injuries, you 
add alſo private and public inſults, it becomes 
impoſſible, and would be diſgraceful to the 


garrets of Grub-Street ! Such however is Mr, Maxwell *s wit ! 
Such is Mr. Maxwell's liberality! Such are Mr, Maxwell's 
arguments /—And yet, this is the man who complains of being 
treated with too little ceremony, in a publication where his 
name, ſo far from being punne9 upon, or quibbled with, is not 
even mentioned, 


ſ] pirit 
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ſpirit of a man, to let them paſs unnoticed. 
The meek ſpirit of chriſtianity does indeed 
inculcate the excellent doctrine of forgiving 
injuries; but it does not prohibit the neceſſary 
attention to repel the inſulting arrogance of 
petulance, pride, and malevolence. Permit 
me therefore calmly to aſſure you, that your 
abuſe is harmleſs and inane; and your anger 
you ſhould reſerve for future occaſions, which 
may better ſeem to warrant, what nothing, in 
fact, can either warrant or juſtify; in the mean 
time, let it not keep you ſtill blind, as you 
always have been to the truth contained in the 
ſhort maxim of a celebrated French writer— 
* Abuſer, weſt paſt repondre.” ABUSING 18 
NOT ANSWERING! 


You was pleaſed to ſay, that © I have pub- 
* liſhed a thouſand falſities. Indeed! then 
are you ſtrangely kind and indulgent to falſities! 
Surely, much more ſo than a good man ought 


to be; for you have ſuffered more than v /@ 


months to elapſe, without either confuting, or 
even pointing out one of the thouſand, It fal- 
ſities, they could do you no injury, nor me 
any credit;—juſt the contrary. Why then this 
anger and anxiety about what, if falſe, would 


not deſerve a thought? A thouſand falſities 
| would 
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would long ſince have confuted themſelves; 
and yet I have never heard of any one but 
yourſelf, that pretended to entertain the leaſt 
ſhadow of a doubt, about the truth of any 
thing contained in the publication, that ſeems 
to have given you ſo much offence. I never 
did, nor ever will publiſh any thing but what 
I know to be true, or have the beſt grounded 
reaſon to think fo, beyond the poſſibility of 
doubting; and I challenge you to difprove oxx 
of the © thouſand ſalſities you fo confidently 
charge me with. The man that brands me 
with falſhood, muſt be a ſtranger to truth 
himſelf. You yourſelf know the charge to be 
unfounded; and that it proves nothing but your 
total ignorance of my character. Falſhood, 
Sir, does not, nor ever did, form any part of 
that character; — for this I can ſafely, and proudly 
appeal to all thoſe who really know me; they 


are fully competent to repel the calumny, and 


contemn the calumniator. 
dart. | 
Before I proceed to notice your ſcurrilities 
more particularly, I will beſtow a few minutes 
in explaining what occaſioned them; that it 
may appear whether abuſe and illiberality, 
always out of time, was a whit denten timed in 
this caſe than in others. 

At 


1 

At the meeting above alluded to, a clauſe in 
the Fleet Incloſure Act was mentioned, which, 
amongſt much other extraneous matter, is very 
foreign to the ſubject of that Bill. I had oc- 
caſion to obſerve, that if the South Holland 
Drainage Commiſſioners had done their duty, 
that clauſe would have been unneceſſary. 
Without being ſuffered to explain my meaning, 
I was immediately aſſailed with a torrent of 
illiberal and perſonal abuſe, diſgraceful to any 
place, but particularly ſo to a meeting of 
gentlemen, convened to tranſact public buſinels. 
The meaning which I was not then permitted 
to explain, I ſhall now take the liberty of ſiating 
ſhortly ; that it may appear whether the above 
declaration contained any thing falſe or un- 
founded, ſo as to jullify a conduct ſo uncour- 
teous and ungentle. | 


Tue object of the South Holland Pridiiaj 
Bill, is to drain and improve ſundry low lands 
of a certain deſcription; and it contains a 
clauſe, empowering the Commiſſioners to ex- 
tend the benefit of that Drainage to certain 

highlands alſo, provided two thirds in Value, 
of the Proprietors of ſuch high Lands, in 
each Pariſh, ſhould petition the Commiſſioners 
* for that purpoſe, at any of their Meetings to 
5 * 
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& be held beſore the 29th of September 1793. 
The ſeveral pariſhes which intended petitioning, 
prepared their petitions accordingly, ready to 
deliver; and a meeting was held at Holbech, 
for the purpoſe of receiving ſuch petitions, on 
the 22d of September 1793. When, inſtead of 
receiving them, the Commiſſioners thought 
proper to adjourn that meeting to the 28th of 
the ſame month, the very laſt day on which 
they could be received, under the pretence of 


allowing more time for preparing the petitions. 


As the petitions were all ready to deliver, 
and I believe not a ſingle ſignature has been 
added to them ſince; it is difficult to conceive 
why the Commiſſioners, inſtead of receiving 
them then, thought it beſt to adjourn the 
meeting. But, without enquiring, I will ſuppoſe 
their reaſons to be good and cogent. Let us 
lee what was done at the adjourned meeting. 


Mr. Walker, one of the Commiſſioners, and 


Mr. Saunderſon, their Solicitor, with his Clerk, 
duly attended. But, although you had been 
at Holbech the evening before, and were then 
at Spalding, only eight miles off, inſtead of 
meeting them, you wrote a letter to Mr. Walker, 
informing him, © that Mr. Hare was detained 
* at home by a domeſtic misfortune, and 


therefore, 


_ | % 
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© therefore, as no buſineſs could be done, you 
* ſhould not attend; and directed Mr. Walker 
© to adjourn to the 4th of November.” By 
this, your non-attendance, the power of re- 
ceiving the petitions was loſt for ever. 


The clauſe in the Act which appoints the 
three Commiſſioners, afterwards goes on in 
theſe words —* And any two of the ſaid Coms 
* miſſioners, are hereby fully authoriſed and 
* impowered to act, execute, do, and perform, 
* all and every or any Matter, or Thing, 
required and neceſſary to be done, and 
e performed, by and in Purſuance of this 
Act, as fully and effectually, to all Intents 
* and Purpoſes, as :f all the ſaid Commiſſioners 
_ © hereinbefore appointed were preſent at, and 

* executed, did, and performed the ſame. * 
Will it be faid, that you did not know of, 
or did not underſtand this part of the clauſe? 
That would be ignorance too groſs for 
Mr. Maxwell. Will you, therefore, condeſcend 
to inform the petitioners, thus a ſecond time 
diſappointed, for what other reaſon you neg- 
lected to attend the meeting, and ſo deprived 
them for ever of any advantage under the Act; 
but by a freſh application to Parliament, which 
it accordingly became neceſſary to make? 

57 " B The 
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The Fleet Incloſure Bill ſoon aſter went into 
bene and they were obliged to avail 
themſelves: of that opportunity to renew the 
powers your neglect had ſuffered to lapſe; 
and, accordingly, a clauſe for this purpoſe was 
crowded into that Bill, with much other matter 
very foreign to the ſubject of the Fleet In- 


cloſure. 


is there a man exiſting who will think I went 
too far in ſaying, that if the Commiſſioners 
* had done their duty, that clauſe would have 
been unneceſſary? Perhaps, indeed, I ſhould 
only have ſaid—if Mr. Maxwell had done his 
duty? Mr. Walker, one of the Commiſſioners, 
did his duty by attending. Mr. Hare, the 
other Commiſſioner, had a reaſonable excuſe 
for his non-attendance. But you, ſhewing no 
proper attention to the buſineſs, aſſigned no 
other reaſon for your negle&, than Mr. Hare's . 
unavoidable abſence, which certainly made 
your preſence the more neceſſary, as you could 
not but know, that Mr. Walker and you would 
have formed a quorum, ſully competent to the 
buſineſs of the day, which your negligence loſt, 
and which could never aſterwards be refumed. 


5 


( 


If the buſineſs of the day had been any thitly 
in the common routine of comm i Loneering, any 
thing that might be done to-day, to-morrow, 
or twelve months hence—or, in other words, 
any matter that would bear a dozen adjournments, 
and at laſt to be done a la Commiſſionuire; in 
fuch a cafe, I ſay, much allowance might be 
made for a EAT MAN's whims and cafyites. 
But as that was the laſt day for tranſacting it, 
as it muſt be done that day or not at all, as it 
would not admit of any further adjournments; 
but, if neglected then, the very power of 
doing it was loſt for ever. At ſuch a moment 
to be whimſical, and ſuffer your capriee to ſu- 
percede your duty, was moſt unaccountable, 
and, I think, almoſt unpardonable. 


It may. not. be unpleaſant to enquire, what 
was the mighty buſineſs that required, as 
unavoidably neceſſary, the attendance of all 
the three ' Commiſſioners? If theſe three 
great men, with their clerk, and their clerk's 
clerk had aſſembled, they would have received 
from the hands of perſons, ready to' deliver 
them, ten or twelve, we will ſay, perhaps 
twenty papers folded up, which the clerk's clerk 
would have put together and wrapped round 
with red tape! This is all I think they could 
have had to do! for you will not yourſelf 

B 2 pretend 
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pretend to ſay, that any one of thoſe petitions 

would have been taken into conſideration, or 
even looked i to on that day; yet, according to 
your ideas, this mighty buſineſs rendered in- 
diſpenſably neceſſary, the attendance of all the 
three Commiſſioners, at two guineas a day 
each; with their clerk, and his clerk, at a tee, 
I hope, not leſs liberal and handſome. 


I have before ſaid, and I ſay again, that ſuch 
meetings as theſe have been wantonly multiplied, 
particularly in the Fleet Incloſure, beyond 
what the Act either requires or juſtifies. This 
is evident ſrom the plaineſt conſtruction of the 
very words of the Act itſelf; ſo clear, that 
I defy ignorance itſelf to miſconſtrue, or 
chicanery to miſrepreſent, the obvious meaning 
both of the ſpirit and letter of it. When it is 
conſidered that each of theſe curious meetings, 
coſts the public nearly, if not quite ¶ io. they 
need not be informed, nor do they want in- 
forming, for they know it already, that when the 
Commiſſioners and other expenſes are paid, 
little indeed will remain for the Proprietors; 
and that little is conſtantly made leſs and leſs, hy 
the ſhameful manner in which the buſineſs is pro- 
tracted from day to day from month to mont 


and from year to year, For the Fleet Incloſure 
Bill 


t in ) 


Bill paſſed into a law May 23d, 1794; but, 
though many meetings like the above have 
been held, the Common flill remains, and is 
3 likely to remain exactly in the ſame ſtate it was 
AI before an incloſure was thought of. 


Before I quit this ſubject, I will take the 
liberty to obſerve, that 1t 1s peculiar to: the 
South Holland Drainage, and Fleet Incloſure 
Acts, for all the Commiſſioners to attend at 
every meeting. I believe I am right in ſaying, 
that in both caſes, and I ſpeak with confidence, 
as to the Fleet Incloſure, there has not been 
one meeting held, without all the Commiſſioners 
attending. I am not ſo faſtidious as to object 
to their all attending, if it be convenient; but, 
as two are competent in all cafes, I. cannot 
admit the propriety or expediency of adjourning 
a meeting (the buſineſs of which could not be 
| Foftponed) merely becauſe all three could not 
* conveniently attend; or rather becauſe one 
of them could not, and another would not 
XZ attend. Neither does cuſtom ſanction the 
practice, or juſtify the neceſſity of it; on the 
contrary, it is very common in other buſineſſes 
of the ſame deſcription, for meetings to be held 
4 by two Commiſſioners. If we reaſon from 
Y _— it will be tound that I am far from 
| ſaying 
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ſaying too much, when I ſlate that all the 
Commiſſioners attending every meeting, is not 
neceſfary. Let us advert to a cauſe as ſimilar 
as poſſible I mean that of commiſhons of 
bankruptcy. There, five Commiſſioners are ap- 
pointed, and three are competent to act. No man 
ever heard of more than three Commiſſioners 
ſitting at a meeting; and if four or five ſhould 
think proper to act at once, and ſubject the 
eſtate to a needleſs expenſe, I am convinced 
the Lord Chancellor would not only cenſure 
them for their conduct, but would ſtrike their 
names out of the liſts of Commiſſioners. | 


It is nothing novel for you in your capacity 
of a Commiſſioner for incloſures &c. to ſet at 
defiance the Act which creates both your office 
and its power. In the preſent caſe, the legiſlature 
politively ſays, two Commiſſioners ſhall be 
competent. You are pleaſed to hold a difterent 
language ; and, like the ghoſt in Gays farce, 
hen it ſpeaks to the juſtices, confidently ex- 
claim All three! ALL THREEII ALL 
C1 HREE 13! * | 


But it is time to return to your polite con- 
uenſation at the meeting at Spalding. In lan- 
Es peculiarly your own, you was pleaſed 


© promiſe (perhaps I ought to ſay threaten} 
tal 


C 


* Mat you would give me ſuch a dreſing, ar 
* I never had in my life! Whatever this elegant 
expreſſion might mean, I neither know, nor 
am ſolicitous to enquire mean what it would, 
you have not kept your promiſe, and I foreſee 
you will not, for the beſt reaſon in the world. 
becauſe you DARE not! About that I am ſtoically 
indifferent I conſider with perfect apathy and 
unconcern, all that Mr. Maxell can ſay about 
me. And though I know the happy facility 
with which he can twiſt, and warp the truth to 
his purpoſes, I am careleſs about that, fo long 
as I know alfo, that, with all his art, he cannot 
torture it into falſity, Under the fanttion of 
reaſon, truth, and common ſenfe, the ' preſent 
Letter, and a former trifle about which you 
ſeem ſo mightily fore, bid defiance to all the 
SPLENDOUR of Jour VAST ABILITIES, either to 
deny the facts, or confute the inferences they 
contain. Secure in the reſpect and good 
opinion of my neighbours, and countrymen; 
the character you are daily moſt illiberally 
attacking, is equally ſafe from the low efforts 
of your malice; I reflect, Sir, wich pride and 
exultation, that that character is far beyond the 
reach of the envenomed fhafts of your ma- 
levolence: I repeat, that I reflect upon it witk 


pride; becauſe, the pride of deſerving a good 
character, 


ts. 
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character, and the luxury of enjoyirig one, 
are all the pride and luxury I ever felt, or 
aſpired to.—Say the ſame WITH TRUTH F you 
can. 


I ſhall therefore paſs over the more virulent 
parts of your ſcurrility at Spalding, as well as 
the groſs calumnies you are pleaſed to honor 
me with in my abſence.—It would, indeed, be 
impolitic to diſtinguiſh them with any notice, as 
the poiſon never fails to bring the antidote with 
it; for they are never mentioned, without 
being reprobated with that pointed diſappro- 


bation they cannot fail to excite in the mind 


of every man of ſenſe and liberality.—Indeed, 
if it were otherwiſe, they would neither re- 
quire nor deſerve any other anſwer than what 
is contained in a ſingle word, which I am almoſt 
as unwilling to uſe, as I ſhould be to deſerve. 
That word has ſo often been joined to your 
name, that they are almoſt become ſynonymous 
terms, and have long ſince loſt their uſual effect, 


both with yourſelf and the public.—To prove 


this, I need only refer to ſundry pamphlets by 
Mr. Hartley, and others to whom you ad- 
dreſſed ſome of your elegant and liberal 


e — 
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It is well known in how high and ſublime a 


ſtyle you eſtimate the vaſt extent of your 


power as a Commiſſiqner; —in your idea, it is 
power is certainly too 
great, and you have, on many occaſions, made 
us feel it is abundantly ſo.— Still, however, it 
is to be hoped, it is circumſcribed by ſome 
limits; and, partial as you are to its ſuppoſed 
enormous Named you will ſurely admit, 
that however great it may be, you derive it all 
from the Act that appoints you, and that you 


ought ſtrictly: to conform to its directions. 
Where the Act is ſilent, you cannot have any 


power at all. And à fortior:, in caſes where 
the Act in pointed words, expreſsly takes all 
power out of your hands; you cannot, in 
direct contradiction to it, create a power for 
yourſelf, The Fleet Incloſure Bill, in a clauſe 
which I ſhall copy in the margin“ men 


® 6 And be it further Enatted The che lud Cee 


mon, Droves, and Waſte Lands, when and ſo ſoon as the ſame 


* ſhall be divided, allotted, and incloſed, under and byViirtue of 
1 this AR, ſhall be ſubject and liable tothe ſame kind of Tythes, 


© or cuſtomary payments in lieu thereof, due and payable to the 


% faid Rector of the ſaid Pariſh of Fixer, as the Owners, 


© Proprietors, and Occupiers of the old incloſed Lands in the 


* ſaid Pariſh, are now reſpeRively liable to pay, ſet out, or 


* ſatisfy to ſuch ReQor, for and in reſpect of ſuch old incloſed 
Lands.“ 


"+ determines 


its very name. 


determines every thing with reſpect to the right 
of Tythes to the intended new allotments.—IIt 
tells you, in ſo many words, that ſuch Tythes 
are to be paid to the RxcrOR or FLEET,——lIt 
does not leave, it did not :ntend to leave; to the 
Commiſſioners the ſhadow of any power to act 
in, determine upon, direct, adviſe, or even to 
think about the right or claim to ſuch Tythes. 
It expreſsly deprives you of all ſuch power, 
and poſitively takes it out of your hands. Vet, 
in direct contradiction to this clauſe, miſtaking 
your power in the firſt inſtance, and abuſing it 
in the ſecond, you was pleaſed, in a public 
Report upon the buſineſs, to inſert a paragraph; 
nd toi ad tm it the pointed a 1ergy of a Nota 
Bene, containing your official, or rather, I 
ſhould ſay, your 2 opinion; tending to 
ſhew; that the Tythes of part of the new 
allotments belonged to, and were claimable 
not by me not by the Rector of Fleet; but by 
gentlemen entirely unconnected with the Pariſh 
of Fleet, and who probably never heard of 
The legiſlature of this 
Kingdom; King, Lords, and Commons in Par- 
Lament aſſembled, had expreſsly enacted, that 
theſe Tythes are to be paid to the Rector of 
Fleet. The ſuperior authority of Mr. Maxwell's 


* ye. that they may be claimed (and he 
| clearly 


11 


clearly meant it as an invitation to them to do 
ſo) by gentlemen who cannot poſſibly have any 
right to them, but in his imagination. — 


Perhaps it wil be ſaid, with a little atoniſhs 
ment, by ſome indignant readers, that an Act 
of Parliament is the clear and ſolemn. law of 
the land. But what has ſuch a paltry au- 
thority as the law of the land to do, when put 
in competition with the opinion of ſo great a 
_— as Mr. Mel 2— _ 


To: bei . Sir A you had really 
poſſeſſed the power you aſſumed, the opinion 
was too: contemptible even to be laughed at: 
and nat poſſeſſing ſuch a power, language does 


not contain words properly expreſſive of your 


conduct. ou well know that ſome of the 
gentlemen whom your extraordinary opinion 
(if it had been ſupported with a grain of 
reaſon, of law, or common ſenſe) would have 
operated to ſerve, have pointedly reprobated 
an opinion ſo ridiculouſly prepoſterous, and 


ſmiled with contempt (as every ſenſible in- 


genuous man muſt do) at the folly- the 
abſurdity the impertinence of ohtruding an 
opinion you was neither aſked for, nor was 
even e to the giving. And which, if 

C2 you 


”— a 
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you bad been comp tent to give, you ought 
io have been altamed of giving.—— 


It has been hed, and Vier is ſome good 
ſenſe in the (enquiry, what could poſſibly OC- 
eafion i in Mr. Maxwell an enmity ſo inveterate 
a man who never injured or offended 
him?——Thoſe who have peruſed the liberal 
and elegant letters above alluded to, will not 
wonder atany degree of rancour in Mr. Maxwell, 
however unprovoked or unjuſtifiable.——But, 
in the preſent caſe, it is eaſily accounted for 
upon the principle of a general rule, which 
never had, and 1 believe never will, have a 
fingle exception. I mean, that minds like 
Mr. Maxwell's never forgive thoſe they have 
ill treated —And that Mr. Maxwell had treated 
me ſo ill, as to preclude the poſſibility of his 


5 forgiving me, I will hereafter ſhew by a variety 


of inſtances: Hat preſent I ſhall confine my- 
ſelf to one more, which though it has formerly 
horn en, has not been fully explained. 


Ant Asetiug (November 15th, 17060 it was 
referred to you to make an eſtimate of what 
would be a fair equivalent for the tythes of 
Fleet, when the drainage and inclofure ſhould 


be 9 and to Pen your report at a 
ſubſequent 


(61 


ſubſequent meeting. — To enable you to do 
fo with the greater preciſion, I furniſhed you 
with every kind of information on the ſubje& 
you could poſhbly have occaſion for, as ac- 
curately as it lay in my power; and which the 
Parifhioners, at a ſubſequent meeting, admitted 
to be perfectly correct; as, indeed, I well 


i Was Hr 
| * 


At a meeting (12th December, 1793) you 
made your Report; when your eſtimate was fo 
far from being ſuch a one as could be accepted; 
that I was then ready, and ſtill am able to 
prove by the faireſt deductions from indiſputable 
poſtulata, that it fell ſhort of HAL the probably 
improved value of the tythes, when the 
drainage and incloſure ſhall be completed. 


I may ſafely appeal to every gentleman 
preſent at that meeting, whether they ever ſaw 
a man more confuſed or perplexed than you 
was on this occaſion? With all your happy 
talents at reconciling contradictions, explaining 
away paradoxes, and making diſtinctions without 
any difference; ſo far —— accounting for, or 

explaining, you had not a ſyllable to offer even 
to palliate a miſtake of ſuch a magnitude. 


A proud man, who thinks himſelf, and wiſhes 
others 


( = ) 


others to think him, infallible; betrayed, by 
whatever means, into fo enormous an error, 
was really entitled to pity.— As I had, at that 
time, no other reaſon to queſtion your abilities, 
and none at all to doubt your integrity, I really 
dlid feel for you as much as you ſeemed to feel 
for yourſelf: and; as every body elſe was 
filent on the ſubject; I propoſed, in order to 
diſpoſe of the buſineſs in fome mode, that you 
ſhould reconfider the matter; that, to enable 
you to do ſo with preciſion, you ſhould take 
at leaſt a curſory view of the lands in the 
Pariſh, and make your amended report at the 
next meeting. | 


This propoſal you eagerly caught at, and 
l acceded to. But it is evident that 
vou accepted it without any intention of per- 
forming it. You well knew that no reviſion 
of the ſubject, nor any ſurvey of the Pariſh, 
could-rationally account for, or in any manner 
juſtify ſo vaſt a deviation from the fact. It 
therefore became neceſſary to ſtifle the buſineſs 
by ſome kind of fubterfuge, however difficult 
it might be to find one. What that een 


1 was, Lam: now to explain,——- 


Before 


G2) 


2 Before: the intended meeting received a 
letter from you; which, though I have 
accidentally miſlaid, I can ſtate: the contents 
of it as accurately as if it lay before me. It 
began with ſaying © that it had been ſuggeſted 
to you, that the Tythes payable to me, were; 
«, very different from the ſtate I had given of 


them. That Arong evideuce of this, would 
..* DE 3 from ſome pleadings of my 
on and it concluded with requeſting 
freſn s upon nich to orm Ber Cal- 
culations—= l : 194391 ttt lol 903 nov 
Sure it 880 to 5 wen to you, if 
your information was anonymous, that it de- 
ſerved no credit at all ——And if you had 
it from a voluntary informer, that it deſerved 
JUST As MUcn!——You knew perfectly well 
(for you had heard it yourſelf ) that the ſtate 
I had given you of the tythes, had received 
not only the tacit, but the expreſs ſanction of 
the pariſh, who were alone intereſted in it, and 
whole concern it was to detect error, if any 
error exiſted —— So far from it, they unani- 
mouſly, and | repeatedly, in your preſence, 
admitted that my ſtatement was perfectly right, 
and correct. Vet all this was in a moment 
to be overtgracd, by the pretended dark 
ſuggeſtions 
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ſuggeſtions of an anonymous, or at beſt a 
voluntary informer; if, in fact, you had any 
in former at all: and, upon information fa. 
queſtionable and ſuſpicious, you very modeſtly 
called upon me to falliy, under my own hand, 
a ſtatement given with all poſſible correQneſs, 
and which had publickly received the ee 
of thoſe who WEre intereſted in 3 23 
553050410 
SA en u fine cf the matter, T: fabrhit it to 
the impartial, whether I did wrong .in;' wnting 
you the following letter: of Whiek I give a 
literal copy, that they may wn angry 
it contains * * gig 
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J Mr. GEORGE MAXWELL, 
$18, 21 0 


I am favored Win gerd 

* of yeſterday's date; in anſwer to which, 
* I can only ſay, that I know of no ſuch 
* 'modus as that which you mention has been 
5 ſuggeſted 


E 


ͤäſuggeſted to you; nor of any thing elſe that 
can operate, in any manner, to narrow my 
© right to every ſpecies; of tythe that can be 
claimed in this pariſh——Much leſs can 
% conceive what can be meant by evidence 
* of ſuch a matter being produced from ſome 
« pleadings of my own: as I never had oc: 
* caſion, nor ever did inſtitute any ſuit to 
© eſtabliſh my claims; which never bef re were 
the ſubject of doubt, and never at all the 
* ſubject of litigation.—— 


* I can therefore only refer you to the ſhort 
but pointed ſtate before ſent of my claims 
* (and which you wil recollect, were fully 
and expreſsly admitted by the gentlemen 
** preſent at the meeting) as the only data upon 
* which calculations, if any be made, muſt be 
* formed. 


But I am happy that your letter, and the 
* ſuggeſtion alluded to in it, furniſh me with 


* an opportunity oi requeſting, that no further 
 * progreſs may be made inſuch calculations. 


5 I find the meaſure is ſo generally, I might 
* almoſt ſay univerſally, unpopular amonglt my 
* pariſhioners, and is fo little wiſhed for by 


* myſelf, who am perfectly ſatisfied as I am; 
D that 


* 
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* 


6260) 


that any Farid ſtep in the matter, 1 am 
* convinced, would be only a moſt uſeleſs 
« waſte of your and Mr. Hare's time; and 
* from the multiplicity and conſequence of 

« your avocations, I am ſure your time is 
much too valuable both to the public, and 

* yourſelves, to be waſted without an object 


56 in mew. 


Pa ele again requeſt, as far as my 

requeſt can avail, that nothing more may be 
* done in calculations as to the tythes of Fleet; 
* which were not at firſt taken up at my 
* requiſition, and never had more than my 
* conſent. (1 might indeed ſay my tacit 
* conſent) as I voted againſt the queſtion at the 
* ſecond meeting; and was far from Wilhing it 
to be reſumed at the laſt, 


* 


— 


761 am, Sir, 


Hd 


s your moſt as out © 
© humble Servant, 8 
6 JAMES ASHLEY. 


= * 
1 7 
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It is neceſſary to follow this matter one ſtep 
further, to the next meeting: (January 1, 1794“) 
There, Sir, your nameleſs. ſuggeſtor, your 
informer. in. nubibus, did not dare. to ſhew his 
reſpectable face, and ſupport his dark fug- 
geſtions: and all the fſatisfatian I Py: > HP 
45 10 thoſe, pleadings of my own; ” was, that, 
af they, had any meaning at. all, they alluded to 
2 ſuit commenced, and even concluded, long 
befare I was Rector of Fleet; and even before 
I was in holy orders. A ſuit to which I was 
neither party, attorney, or ſolicitor; and in the 
event of which, I had no intereſt. Yet, with 
a degree of truth and conſiſtency, which few 
will either envy, admire, or imitate, this was 
called, © gleadings of my own:.” and it was upon 
ſuch STRG EVI DEX CE, to uſe your own 
words, that I was to be convicted of the black 
and heinous crime of endeavouring, by a falle 
ſtatement, to plunder, to rob, and injure, the 
inhabitants of a pariſh, with whom 1 have 
always lived in the moſt comfortable ſtate of 
peace and content; of mutual harmony, and 
Lenken zen. de A 


4 9 know, if I were luste by 
motives. of perſonal enmity, I could trace this 


diſgraceful. buſineſs ſtill further I ſhall 
: | 1 
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decline doing ſo, unleſs future circumſtances 
Should: make it neceſlary, — . 


1 have now ſtated two Inſtances of your 
unjuftifiable ill- treatment (and may hereafter 
have occaſi n to detail many more) as unpro- 
voked as they are unprecedented.— I call 


upon you, in this open and public manner, to 


controvert a ſingle circumſtance J have ſtated. 


 =—Confute them if you can en them 


7) you dare!—— 


Oh bur it was did at Spalding, * * That 
* my preſent opinion of you and your 
conduct, would be flatly contradicted by my 
% own hand writmg! '——If this means any 


Wy it can only mean that I once thought 


better of you than I do now. I am far from 
denying, or wiſhing to deny it ——The letter 


Thave juſt copied above, is a proof of it; and, 


I imagine, is the very © HAND WRITING“ fo 
pompoully alluded to. It is true, like many 
others, I haſtily took up an opinion of you, 
warmly in your favour, which ſubſequent 
experience made me at my leiſure cooly lay 
down again. In this I am far from being 
1ingular; hundreds ate under exactly the ſame 


Þredicament I your vanity ſo conſummate 
as 


La. I Th 


{ WW J 


as to ſuppoſe that you are the only ſubject upon 
which it 1s not lawful for a man ever to alter 
his opinion, however erroneous he may find 
that opinion to be? Or however you may act 
to induce him to change it? Or am I the 
only man that muſt not be allowed to think 
differently, even of Mr. MAX wEIIL, at very 
remote periods of time? Inſtead of ſup- 
poſing that this implies a charge of inconſiſtency, 
let us ſtate the plain fatt.——In writing to you 
in the year 1793, I expreſſed myſelf uſt as 
T TEN thought :;——three years afterwards, 
from the fulleſt and cleareſt conviction, I now 
do exadtly the ſume thing 


You ſeem to have in your keeping the 
opinions and ſentiments of all the liberal 
minded men; for you confidently told me, 
That there was not one liberal minded man, 
but what condemned the publication that 
makes you ſo very angry. — To abate a 
little the arrogance that dictated this erroneous 
polition, let me whiſper in your ear, that, for 
that publication, I have received the thanks 
(by letter as well as parole) of very many of 
the moſt reſpectable, and liberal minded men 
in the country. I have no objection to 


 thewing you the letters, and giving you the 
names 
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names of ſuch of them as are above the reach 
of your allemployed power: at the ſame time, 
ſuch of them as by any poſſibility may become 
liable to the mild effects of your £RLENDLY 
KINDNESSES, I will moſt cautiouſly ſhield from 
* TENDER Wess at er an er 


7 


; ' 


What thoſe TENDER MERCIES are, er 
very recent circumſtances have ſufficiently 
ſhewn; and given the inhabitants of this 
neighbourhood freſh.cauſe to deplore the loſs 
of that mild, humane, worthy man, Mr. Philip 
Aſhley; and double cauſe to lament his being 
ſucceeded* by a man of a character ſo 

l 


* FEE arr 3 aublication of Mr. Maxwell ys 1 he is 
pleaſed to call © An Addreſs to the Proprietors of the North 
„Level; though, in fact, it contains little more than the 
moſt. ſcurrilous invectives againſt many very reſpectable 
characters: In this liberal compofition, which is dated from 
FIETTOx, ſpeaking of himſelf, his darling ſubject, he expreſſes 
kimſclf in the following elegant, claſſical, and GRAMMATICAL 
manner,- % I here 50LEMNLY DECLARE, that No 
© TEMPTATION UPON EIn, fhould ever induce me to quit the 
& fituation I am in, a ſituation peculiarly adapted to my 
* convenience, my habits of life, the education of my children, 
% my family connexions, and my regard for a few reſpectable 
* acquaintance, amongſt whom I was born, &c. 


Happy would it have been for this country, and richly would 
ke have been entitled to the thanks of its inhabitants; if 
tforgetting” old habits) he had ſuffercd a little truth to have 

attached 


1 
diametrically oppoſite, that nature feed BE 
tent upon making a complete and perfect 
contraſt. Under his gentle, prudent, generous 
management, the landlord was reſpected, 
beloved, and almoſt adored, as his excellent 
character, and ſtill more excellent heart, moſt 
richly deſerved to be: and Ns tenants were 
eaſy, contented, and happy.——But (mark the 


fad reverſe!) under your cruel, and oppreſſive 


conduct, the tenants are n * ##* 
AERESE |= HES SERGE RESRHRERS A dan AN 


lle 


You may finiſh the ſentence 
as well as you can for your own credit and 
honor. Whether you do ſo or not, hundreds 
will ſupply the hiatus, in language perfectly 
conſonant with their own feelings, and con- 
viction,——Faſt falling times, and rents moſt 
rigorouſly raiſed, will ſoon enable this devoted 
country to. eſtimate the extent of their obliga- 
tions to Mr. Maxwell — And, if the poor 
oppreſſed tenants dare ſpeak their real ſentiments. 
we ſhould hear enough from them, who are fo 
well able to diſtinguiſh between their amiable, 


attached to this sou DECLARATION. . They would then 
never have known the bitter day that brought him to rehde 
amongſt them, nor-felt all it's dire and baneful conſequences, 


But, alas! even a SOLEMN DECLARATION could not 


ſecure a little truth and conſiſtency from Mr, Maxwell. 
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humane, generous landlord; and his cruel, | 
ſevere, unrelenting ſteward, 


Has it never occurred to you, Sir, that you 
might as effectually have ſerved your noble 
employer, and improved his eſtate, by doing 
your duty as a Commiſſioner of the South 
Holland Drainage? With this difference, that 
inſtead of oppref/ing his tenants, you would have 
been promoting their intereſt at the ſame time. 
——HAvE YOU DONE $0?— Is there a liberal 
minded man even of your own deſcription,. 
Nay, is there a man of any deſcription, who will 
be hardy enough to ſay, that you have diſ- 
charged your duty, in an honeſt and conſcien- 
tious manner, as a Commiſſioner in the South 
Holland Drainage and the Fleet Incloſure? — 
If there be ſuch a man, let him ſtand forth, FF) 


avow himſelf! — But you well know no ſuch 


man exiſts. vou are conſcious that you do 
NOT THINK so YOURSELF:——and you are 
equally conſcious that No OTHER MAN WILL | 
SAY 80. 


I am, &c. 


JAMES ASHLEY. 


FLEET RECTORY, 


October the 11th, 1796. 


1 


POSTSCRITY 


TRE South Holland Drainage Act paſſed into 
a law in May 1793; — And what has yet been 
done? May 1797, finds the work in a ſtate 


far, very far, from being completed: and the 


FOURTH year after paſſing the Act will con- 
clude, without ſeeing it further advanced. 
How indeed ſhould it be otherwiſe? For I am 
told by many perſons intereſted in it, who 
frequently view the works, and ſee with extreme 
regret the buſineſs ſtanding fill; that there is 


not now, nor has been for a long time, one man 


employed; though the ſeaſons from the firſt 
have been, and the uncommonly dry ſtate of 
the country now is, beyond expectation au- 
ſpicious, and favorable for carrying on the 
works. 


What can occaſion ſuch unexampled delays 
in a work of ſuch moment, and conſequence? 
and in which, compared with that conſequence, 

E on there 
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there is ſo little to be done? I have heard 
it obliquely inſinuated, that the delays are owing 
to the want of money.—— As I do not know, 


and will not believe it poſſible, that the Com- 


miſſioners themſelves can have made uſe of 


ſuch a pretence, I will not waſte any time in 
ſhewing its futility :—It may not, however, be 
improper to ſtate ſome circumiſtances chat ap- 
ply to the ! 


In a pamphlet 5 Mr. Maxwell, dated June 
the 6th, 1791, ſpeaking of the South Holland 


Drainage, he ſtates, that The lowlands (great 
part of which would be increaſed in annual 
value twelve, or even fifteen ſhillings an 


Acre) conſiſt of about Twenty-eight thouſand 
& Acres. "——© The expenſe,” he ſays, © would 
* be a meer trifle, when compared with the 
* advantage. *-—And he afterwards adds, 


Upon the whole, it is preſumed, that about 
Ten Thoujand Pounds would pay the whole 
“ expenſe, *—— 


And yet, let me aſk, has there not been a 
Call made, not only upon theſe Lands, but 
upon a large quantity of highlands alſo, for 


| Twenty eee per Acre; if not to begin with, 


yet 


4. 


yet when the works were in a very early ſtate 
of ee 


In a corrected eſtimate, in Mr. Maxwell's 
Report of Auguſt the 18th, 1792, in which every 
article is particulariſed, the whole expenſe 
(including 2, 345 18s. 6d. for continsen 
is calculated at Z 17,985 86. 6d.— 


Has not money more than equal to the largeſt 
of theſe eſtimates, been long ſince advanced 
by the Proprietors? I am credibly informed 
there has. If ſo, why are the works in 
a ſtate, not only unfiniſhed, but even ſuſ- 
pended? —— 


I do not ſtate the amount of the monies 
advanced, as a fact within my own knowledge: 
though from the authority from which 1 
derive my informatian, I fully believe it. 
Should, however, that information happen not 
to- be perfectly correct, I may venture to 
aſſert, that if the ſums actually received 
on account of the intended works, were truly 
and fairly ſtated; ſo that their amount may 
be compared with the above eſtimates, and 


with the preſent ſtate of the works, it would 
be 
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be extremely eaſy to form a pretty correct 


idea of the accuracy of ENGINEERING Es T- 
MATES; and the propriety and æconony of the 


SUBSEQUENT EXPENDITURE! © | 
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